
Police and Firefighters alike had to retreat from their original positions in an effort to 
protect themselves from MOVE's deadly attack. At this point, the intensity of the 
firefight increased and so did the casualties, as hundreds of bullets were bepng fired 
at each other. Stakeout Police Officer Tom Hesson was in the middle of the g:un 
battle, when he saw hIs friend and veteran Stakeout Officer "Hm Ramp get shot. 
Officer Ramp was immediately knocked to the ground as a result of a hig,h velocity 
bullet striking him lin the neck. The bullet shattered Officer Ramp's collarbone, 
traversed his body, and then entered his head, killing him in$ta1ntly. This veteran 
Stakeout Officer, 'loving father, and hi9hly decorated MariJile Gunnery Sergeant's 
lifeless body now lay dead in the street. He was killed by ,a merciless radical group, 
whose ph ilosophy was one in which their teachings professed that: "!Political power 
comes out of the barrel of a gun." 

At this time, I saw Officer Hesson (not knowing the seri'ousness of Officer Ramp's 
injury) instinctively go to Officer Ramp's aid, without regard to his own safety. 
Unfortunately, Officer Hesson was shot in the chest, right below his hea,rt, as he tried 
to make his way through a hail of bullets. The high velocity bulllet that tore through 
Officer Hesson's Shield, protective vest, and finally his chest, broke into several 
pieces upon impact. Bullet fragments went into Officer Hesson's lung, spleen, 
stomach, and diaphragm. A fragment a'iso nicked his heart. Officer Hesson stated 
later that he could feel the blood leaving his body. He thought about dyi1ng. The 
important things in his life flashed before him. He was afraid he would never see his 
wife or two children again. Despite his urgency to live, he had to struggll'e10 keep his 
eyes open. He knew if he closed them, ihe might never open his eyes again! 

Lieutenant Bill Krause of the Stakeout Unit was also shot. The Lieutenant took a 
bullet in the right arm, blowing away most of the tissue and arm muscle. The bullet 
continued traveling into his side, causing extensive damage as it ripped into hi,s 
abdomen and colon. 

Stakeout Officer Charles Stewart was another victim of MOVE's viciousness, as he 
Jay in excruciating pain. Blood was spurting, like a faucet, from his wounds. Officer 
Stewart was bleeding from his neck. He also had a I,alrge gaping hole in his thigh. As 
we helped carry Officer Stewart to the wagon for transportation to the hospital, I 
couldn't help to think what kind of weapons and ammunition was being used by 
MOVE to cause such a large wound in the Officer's leg. 

All three Stakeout Officers - Tom Hesson, Witllia m Krause and Charles Stewart - never 
fully recovered from their injuries on that fateful day, The three Officers were placed 
on 'Permanent Disability, as they were unable to return to Police work. 

The Philadelphia Police finally ended MOVE's fifteen (15) month siege at Powelton 
ViUage forty-five (45) minutes after the shooting began. The surrender of the 
revolutionary group MOVE ended a violent era in the history of Philade1lphia. The 
weapons confiscated from the MOVE compound included: two,.45 caliber semi­



~	 automatic pistols; two, 12~gauge shotguns; three .22 caliber semi-automatic rifh;~s; 

two, ,30 caliber carbines; one, 7,65 Mauser; and appl'Oxilmately 2,000 rounds of 
ammunition. The arrests culminated in a lengthy trial in which nine of the MOVE 
members who were charged with murder, conspiracy, and lrelated offenses were 
convicted of their crimes. Within that group were: William Phillips, Delbert Orr, 
Edward Goodman, and Michael Davis. 

Despite the fact that the offenders went to jail for lengthy prison terms, it will not 
bring Officer James Ramp back to life. Jim Ramp wHI never again have the 
opportunity to love, laugh, or enjoy his family. Officer Ramp's love for life was stolen 
by hostille terrorists, whose hearts are filled with hate. Let us not forget the family of 
Jim Ramp. We cannot share their p.ain. We cannot share thek loneliness, nor can we 
replace a love that is forever lost. 

let us also not forget the anguish and agony endured by Officers Tom Hesson, 
Charles Stewart and Lieutenant Bill Krause in their attempts to recover from the 
debilitating injuries that adversely affected their I'ives. May the courage of these 
Officers never become a faded memory of the past, nor may the coura,ge of Police 
Officer James Ramp be forever seal1e,d in the silence of death. We shall never forget 
the service and sacrifice of these Officers, as we want their spirit to live on forever. 

It is for the reasons set forth herein this letter, that I firmly and respectfully request 
that the Parole Board deny granting Parole to:� 

William Phillips, Parole #7765P� 
Delbert Orr, Parole #8053K� 
Edward Goodman, Parole #0640J� 
Michael Davis, Parole #7420P� 

In the event you have any questions, or if I can be of any further service to you in 
communicating how much danger to the public it would present if these terrorists of 
MOVE were to be paroled, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Respectfully yours, 
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Immediate Past President� 
Pennsylvania State Lodge� 
Fraternal Order of Police� 
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